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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

‘Don't forget to show hospitality to strangers, for 
some who have done this have entertained angels 
without realizing it!’             (Hebrews 13:2) 

The issue of migration is one of the topics 
dominating the news headlines, as millions of refugees from Syria seek a 
place to call home. The vast majority of Syrians have been displaced to 
different places within their country or to neighbouring countries. Even 
so, European countries have been providing refuge and a place of 
welcome, some more than others.  

We are all aware of the impact that extra people in any country can 
have on the services but we should also remember the benefits of 
having people from all round the world as part of the community in 
which we live. Reading is a very diverse community and I believe it is 
one of the very positive aspects of our community.  

At a recent faith leaders’ summit organised by Reading Police it was 
good to share with representatives of the Jewish, Buddhist, Muslim and 
Sikh communities alongside Anglicans, Methodists, Baptists and other 
Christian groups; we explored the issues facing our community and the 
value of supporting one another.  

Jesus spoke about the importance of loving our neighbour and his story 
of the Good Samaritan really emphasised the need to extend that love 
and care to people of different faith and beliefs. It is Jesus’ example 
that we seek to follow when we welcome new people into our lives - 
and it is often said that a stranger is simply a person that is waiting to be 
a friend.  

Over the past few months in our worship, particularly our evening 
service, we have welcomed new friends from Spain, Greece, Slovakia, 
Portugal and Brazil and we delight in welcoming each and every one. 

At the beginning of June we held our event about migration entitled 
@home in a strange place, which was attended by the Mayor of 
Reading.  
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Since the EU referendum result there has been a rise in xenophobia and 
racism experienced by people across the UK, let us all work and pray to 
counteract acts of intolerance and abuse.  

Our friends at St Luke’s and St Bart’s Churches have suggested a picnic 
in Palmer Park on 10th July under the banner of ‘More in Common’ as 
we have so much more in common than that which divides us, I hope 
we are able to support this suggestion. 

Our Park URC weekend camp was a great success once again and we 
welcomed many people who came along for the first time. We were 
fortunate with the weather and were able to enjoy our traditional BBQ 
on the Saturday evening and a camp fire with many favourite songs 
being shared, with the addition of some interesting games! 

Our prayer week was also a great success and prayers were being 
offered throughout the week, it was good to see the wider community 
engaging and even sending in prayers for us to share.  

At the East Reading festival, the ‘Churches Together’ tent and stage 
area gave us the opportunity to offer craft activities, storytelling and 
much more. Thank you to all who supported this initiative. 

As we go through July and August, I hope that we’ll all enjoy some 
warmer weather and have some times of rest in amongst all our 
activities. May the Holy Spirit fill us to overflowing as we walk in the way 
of Christ! 

Yours in Christ,  

Rob 
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Family News 

The sad loss of Doreen Woods on the 18th June came as a surprise to 
many people as Doreen has always been such a tower of strength. 
Doreen will be missed by many, many people and highlights from the 
tribute shared at her funeral are included in this magazine.  

We also pray for family and friends of Ron Lawrence who died this 
month, Ron moved in recent years to St Nicolas Church, which was 
much closer to his home 

On a happier note, we are delighted to have had the baptism of Emily 
and Alex Runde on Sunday 26th June, a service in which we also 
celebrated significant birthdays with several members of the fellowship.  

Congratulations to all those who had special birthdays in June, Mick 
Plummer and Robert Weston on Saturday 25th June, Elizabeth Knox, Zie 
Bhebhe and Emily Runde celebrated birthdays on 30th June.  

We are always delighted to welcome new members to our church and 
we welcomed four people Anya Alderslade, Christine Alderslade, Judith 
and Henry Enang into membership at the beginning of July. 

We pray for all those settling into new homes especially Steph and Matt 
Barkley who have moved from Bracknell to Binfield.  

Steph Whittle moved back to Cambridge at the end of June, where she 
is going to complete a PGCE course. We congratulate Steph who 
gained a 2:1 Hons degree in English at the University of Reading. 

We rejoice with Josh and Hannah Thomas as they are expecting their 
first child, we pray for them and Tony & Helen Durrant who will become 
grandparents and Eileen Day who will become a great grandmother. 

We pray for the URC General Assembly meeting in Stockport, 
remembering especially Roger Clark and Gordon Connell, who are 
both attending this year. 
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Doreen Woods (1933-2016) 

Doreen was born in 1933 in South Woodford which was in Essex but 
these days is a suburb of Woodford in north east London. She lived there 
with her parents and sister, Sheila, until 1939 when they were evacuated 
briefly to North Wales and then to Hereford until 1945. It was whilst in 
Hereford that Doreen passed a scholarship for High School, Doreen was 
always a keen reader and was always to be found with a book, even 
from a young age. Both of Doreen’s parents were ardent 
Congregationalists and both were active within Woodford Green 
Congregational Church. Sadly the church was destroyed by bombing 
during the Second World War - which led to a union between two 
congregations to create the Woodford Green United Free Church 
which is where the family worshipped for many years.  

Doreen stayed on at school into the sixth form and she always wanted 
to be a librarian, she started out at the Bishopsgate Institute Library and 
then Leytonstone Library, she went on to the North London Polytechnic 
to become a fully trained librarian. Then Doreen moved to Coventry 
where she stayed until 1965. Doreen moved to Windsor in 1965 where 
she took on the position of Branch Librarian. 

Doreen moved to the Wokingham Library before going to Bracknell as 
the Branch Librarian where she worked until she took retirement in 1983, 
she was far from ready to rest in her retirement so she took on a number 
of part-time posts at the Berkshire Records Office, and the Graduate 
Centre opposite St Andrew’s URC, and at MERL (Museum of English 
Rural Life).  

Alongside her work commitments Doreen was always busy serving the 
church community and the wider community through a number of 
voluntary organisations - and there were probably many others over the 
years that she supported. Here in Reading Doreen was a keen 
advocate of Churches working together and she was Secretary of CTR 
(Churches Together in Reading) from 1996 until 2005. Doreen was also 
passionate in her support of Christian Aid and we received the following 
from Jessica Hall (CA regional co-ordinator for Berkshire) ‘Doreen was a 
much appreciated long time contributor to the work and vision of 
Christian Aid, to see a world where people can live free from poverty. 
Her enthusiasm and energy to encourage churches to consider and 
act on issues of poverty was infectious. We will miss her presence in the 
cause for justice. She leaves behind a strong tradition and legacy for 
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the church and its younger generations to work for a world in which all 
can flourish and live life in all its fullness.’ 

Doreen was very involved in the Reading-Dusseldorf churches 
exchange group and made many good friends from Dusseldorf. For 
many years she was a trustee of the Churches in Reading Women’s 
Centre. She was also a volunteer driver with the Earley Volunteer 
Centre, helping to transport people to hospital appointments etc. 

Within our fellowship at Park URC Doreen served as an elder, she was 
Pulpit Supply secretary, Christian Aid week co-ordinator. When I came 
to the church in 2003 Doreen was co-ordinator of our Sunday children’s 
groups known as the SALT groups. Doreen was also in charge of the 
church noticeboards and out of date posters were a rare occurrence, 
such was her eye for detail. As an elder she was very good at pastoral 
visiting and would keep in touch with many people within our 
fellowship. Doreen was a member of our Friendship Club and would 
often help by giving others a lift to the meetings. 

But there were so many people in Doreen’s life - as an aunty she was 
incredibly reliable when it came to remembering birthday cards. When 
on holiday, she would keep in touch with postcards and I understand 
that her niece, Eleanor, has a huge collection of cards representing the 
many places Doreen visited across Europe. Doreen was a regular at the 
URC Holiday Forum, a holiday week for URC people across the UK, held 
in Swanwick in Derbyshire. She loved singing and was part of many 
choirs, including the Madrigal Choir. 

A loving and lovely person, Doreen will be sadly missed by us all. The 
love and compassion that she showed to others, demonstrated her 
deep faith in Christ Jesus, the rock upon whom she depended 
throughout her life. 

Robert Weston 

 

Christian Aid Week 2016 

Thank you to everyone who gave generously 
of their time in the house to house collections 
and those who gave generously of their money in support.  

The sum collected was a wonderful £1,137.00 of which £504 was also 
Gift Aided.  
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The money has already gone to Christian Aid to help continue their 
work with the victims of flooding in Bangladesh. 

Chris Gayford 

Property Maintenance News 

Dave Jones has been busy with more of those 
little jobs that needed attention, including fitting 
a new door handle to the Lounge door and 
replacing the faulty doorguards (the door stops 
that are activated by the fire alarm). 

In the past month, the church organ has been tuned and we record 
our thanks to Mr Reed who has been maintaining the organ in recent 
years, Mr Reed is retiring after 50 years in the profession. 

The boiling water dispenser in the new kitchen has been descaled, as 
the water was not flowing as freely as it should have been. 

The rose gardens have been very colourful for many weeks and we are 
grateful to Charles Woods, who continues to care for our garden areas. 
We also thank Martin Smith and Brian Wooldridge who have been busy 
on the grass cutting rota. 

We are hoping to improve the small hall decoration and would be glad 
to hear from anyone who is able to join a working party.  

Robert Weston 

 

 

Fundraising this Year 

As you may be aware, whilst our huge development project has been 
completed we still have a small loan of £10,000 per year, to repay to 
the Wessex Synod.  

At our church meeting the following activities were confirmed and we 
hope that you’ll be able to support some of these final events of the 
year, which will help raise funds and give us opportunity to share 
fellowship together. 

 24th Sept  Harvest show, supper and barn dance 
 27th Nov Christmas Fair 
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Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on 
posters in the church halls.  

Fundraising team 

Over 50s Singing Group  

There is an Over 50s Singing Group 
starting on alternate Thursdays from 
1.30pm – 2.30pm commencing 9th June 2016 at Alexandra Place, South 
Lake Crescent, Woodley, Reading.  

Contact Ruth McEwan - 0118 9691544 £2 per session – including 
refreshments. Come along and have fun!! - all welcome      

Sunday Morning Church Service Recordings 

Church services are recorded each Sunday morning.   

If for any reason you require a copy of the service to take home for your 
personal use please speak to Alistair Knox.   

He will arrange to let you have a recording of the Service either on a 
CD or Memory Stick. 

Alastair Clark.    

 



page 10 

Park Prayer Week 2016 
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We are a Multicultural Church 

We are a multicultural church and in turbulent times that's reason to 
celebrate. The recent EU Referendum has raised questions for many 
people in Britain about the nature of community, and about what it 
means to belong together. So it is worth recalling one set of beliefs and 
practices that matter deeply to us in the URC. 

We are a multicultural church; our people have personal and family 
roots in many different parts of the world. And we are glad of the 
enrichment this brings; together, by respecting one another’s 
backgrounds, drawing on one another’s experience, and sharing one 
another’s cultural insights, we receive more fully and reflect more 
clearly the life of Jesus Christ. 

Across the URC as a whole, we hold out hands of friendship and honour 
to one another, rejoicing to be a Church that includes people from 
many nations and many cultures 

Many of our URC people have roots in continental Europe. To them in 
particular at this moment, we say thank you, for their presence in our 
fellowship and their strong contribution to our common life. And across 
the URC as a whole, we hold out hands of friendship and honour to one 
another, rejoicing to be a Church that includes people from many 
nations and many cultures. 

As sisters and brothers in Christ, we are glad to be together. This is an 
important part of our calling, and at the present time of uncertainty and 
change, it may be an important part of our witness. 

Rev John Proctor from the website: urc.org.uk  
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Digital Version of Reform 

Some of you will know the URC magazine called Reform but you may 
not have realized that you can now subscribe to the digital version 
which is suitable for viewing on your tablet, laptop or computer.  

You can subscribe to the digital-only edition of Reform for 12 months 
(£18) or three months (£6). If you go to the webpage: 
http://www.reform-magazine.co.uk/subscribe/  You will find a link that 
takes you to the digital service provider, Exact Editions. 

Rob Weston 

Preachers in August 

During the summer we often have visiting preachers and the following 
will be leading our worship during August: 

 August 7th     Rev Alan Holmes 
 August 14th   Robert Dimmick 
 August 21st    Roger Clark 
 August 28th   Rev Robert Weston 

Julia Marsh 

Local Introductory Training Experiences 

A TLS LITE group will be starting in the Reading area of the synod. 

TLS LITE is for anyone who is interested; either as a way to prepare for 
being an Assembly Accredited Lay Preacher, a Synod Accredited Lay 
Preacher or purely to deepen their own discipleship.  

Exact venue and timings to be negotiated after people have signed 
up. Information has been posted on the synod website: 
 http://wessexsynodurc.org.uk/training-for-learning-and-serving-tls-lite  

Please email Ruth Heine, development@urcwessex.org.uk to register 
your interest. 
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Premier Praise 

At Easter, Premier Radio launched a new radio 
station called Premier Praise. 

The station's mission is "to deliver uplifting Christian music to the Christian 
community whilst being accessible to those on the fringes of faith". It 
says that it offers "quality popular Christian music 24 hours per day" and 
is for people "needing an uplifting and inspirational fix". 

The station uses presenters and there is the occasional "thought for the 
day" but no lengthy preaching slots, no phone-ins and no adverts. It 
plays mostly contemporary Christian music. 

I've enjoyed listening to it very much. The playlist seems quite short so 
there is a lot of repetition but I've found having Christian music playing 
regularly to be helpful.  

The station is available on the Internet, via the Premier app (on Apple 
and Android) and on half of the DAB radios in our house!  

Claire Connell 

A Prayer for Assembly 2016 

Lord Jesus Christ, Prince of Peace, we are your people, people of the 
way. 

Light our path. 

Show us Your way clearly and compellingly. 

Through complexity, diversity, dissent, make Your will known, 

make Your will shown – in our lives and in our Church. 

We give thanks for Your call which gave birth to our Church many years 
ago. 

Help us now to hear Your call afresh. 

Like a cool wind on a hot day, blow us out and about, people of the 
way, 

healing, life-giving, wise and faith-full. 

Amen 
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Alzheimer's Society Cupcake Sale 

A huge thank you to everyone who visited the 
Alzheimer's Prayer Station during the week, 
enjoyed the cakes and donated to such a 
worthy cause.   

The grand total was £140.23, so thank you very 
much indeed for your support.   

The money raised will go towards research into all forms of dementia. 

Sally Street 

Fresh Expressions Event: Advanced Notice 

Fresh Expressions Vision Day at Trinity Church Ringwood on Saturday  
22nd October 2016, 10.15 for 10.30-16.00 

Speakers : Linda Rayner, Sheila Thatcher 

Contact Ruth Heine development@urcwessex.org.uk 
023 8067 4513 More details are available on the synod website: 
wessexsynodurc.org.uk  

Synod Quiet Day: Advanced notice 

A Quiet Day for the whole Synod on Saturday 17 September 2016 at 
Fareham URC. 

Theme:  ‘Light Shines … Hope Blossoms’.  Led by Revd Brenda Russell. 

Arrivals from 10am for 10.30am start.  Finish at 4pm.  Cost: £5 per person. 
Please bring your own lunch.  Tea/coffee will be provided. 

To book your place, please email: bookings@urcwessex.org.uk More 
details are available on the synod website: wessexsynodurc.org.uk  
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All Age Social Justice Resource Available 

A brand new resource for individuals and groups is now available to 
help churches respond creatively to the challenges of social justice. 

Let Justice Flow introduces people 
to a range of concerns, including 
climate change, world trade, 
poverty and the stigma which 
often surrounds mental health and 
disability.  

It asks why Christians should care, 
and seeks guidance from scripture 
how to approach these crucial 
issues. 

Complex global concerns are 
introduced with games and 
activities to spark the imagination, 
followed by discussion, biblical 
reflection, prayers and suggestions 
for action. 

Simon Peters, the URC's Children's 
and Youth Work Programme 
Officer, says: 'We need to listen for 
God’s word for our world today and do all we can to make a 
difference to world trade, to climate change, to equality, to poverty in 
the UK and to the stigma around mental health and disability.' 

Each page is packed with information, suggestions and activities to 
assist individuals and church in the struggle towards a fairer, more just 
society. 
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Elder’s Prayer 

Almighty God, we come before you with humility to honour and praise 
you. We come before you to thank you for all the good things that you 
do for us.  

We thank you for the opportunity you give us to worship together and 
share your word.  

We thank you for church leaders that bring your word to us. Give them 
wisdom and ability to discern what is right from wrong.  

Lord God, we come before you to ask for forgiveness. Lord forgive us. 

For everything we did that we were not supposed to do, and for 
everything we did not do that we ought to have done; we ask for your 
forgiveness. Lord forgive us. 

For all that comes out of our mouths that offends you, and for all the 
unspoken words that we should have said but remain unsaid; we ask for 
your forgiveness. Lord forgive us. 

For everything that we could have done to help others but remain 
undone, we ask for your forgiveness. Lord forgive us. 

Lord of mercy, we bring to you; the sick; the elderly; widows and 
orphans amongst us.  

We ask for your protection and everlasting love.  

We thank you Lord for doctors and nurses who look after the sick.  

We thank you for non-governmental organisations that help the poor 
worldwide. Give them strength and protect them from all the evil that 
can harm them. 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour we pray.  

Amen. 

Zi Bhebhe 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
    
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark    
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:  

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 
 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King       
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 
support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  



page 19 

Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
Monday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.30 am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 
 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Tuesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 
 10.30 am Fitness Pilates 
 1.00 pm Cranberry College (Sept-Mar term time) 
 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  
 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
Wednesday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.00 am Morning Prayers 
 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 
 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 
 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 5.00 pm Beavers 
 7.00 pm Scouts 
Thursday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9;45 am Tuneful Tales 
 10.30 am  Reading MenCap 
 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2.00 pm Active Living Tai Chi 
 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 
 5:30 pm  Brownies 
 5.30 pm Rainbows 
  7.15 pm  Guides 
 7.30 pm Housegroup 
Friday Various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 
 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 
9.00 am 
9.30am 

The Allenova Ballet School 
Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community 
Group 

 10.00 Parenthesis Choir 
 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
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